Characterization
(Week 5)
For you as an actor, the creative process of ________________ should occur in two stages.  First, you attempt to grasp the fundamental ___________ of a part.  Then, you _______ that personality to the __________ in such a way that your character becomes a living, ___________ human being!

Characterization is the _________ of acting.  Therefore it is your responsibility as an actor to increase your knowledge of the _____ and __________ of real people in order to understand how they _________ and _________.  The constant study of human beings both in _____  _____ and in _____________ is one of your major responsibilities as an actor.  It is an unending source of material and ______________ upon which to draw.

Successful projection of character depends on the skill use of ___________.  It also depends on _________ into a character’s __________ and ability to express those insights in ______________ the character.  The successful blending of _________ and ______________ comes only with continued analysis of character and script and with the rehearsing and portrayal of various roles.
Experience will teach you to use and to master some of the characteristics of acting.  You will learn the use of a _________ – a lull, or stop, in dialogue or action – in order to sustain emotion while the voice and body are still.  You will learn how to communicate _______________, a freshness of acting style that colors and characterizes the work of every distinguished dramatic artist.  You will learn to apply _____________ – the ability to change style or character with ease – which always surprises and delights.  These are some of the means that experienced actors use as they interpret the characters they portray.

You will find it helpful to write a character sketch or a brief biography of your character to supply information_____  _______________in the script.  Go through the play thoroughly and look for_________ to the character you are to portray.  You can summarize your character sketch by listing the traits, behaviors, and motivations under several headings, such as the following:

Mental
Emotional
     Behavior
        Motivations

Physical

Traits

Traits






            Traits   

________________________________________________________________________
Ask and answer some basic questions about your character:

What is my character’s purpose?

What is my character’s function in the play?

Am I playing a protagonist, and antagonist, or a foil?

Is my character there for comic relief?

What does my character want to do?

What does my character want to be?

What is my character’s goal in the play as a whole and in each particular scene?

How well adjusted to others is my character?

Is my character shy or uninhibited?

How intelligent is my character?

In what ways has environment influenced my character?

What are my character’s particular problems?

Is my character meeting or avoiding responsibilities? How and Why?

How does my character react to all other characters in the play?

Assignment:

Watch a first-class actor at work on the stage, in a motion picture, or on television.  Then do the following:

1. Write a character sketch similar to one an actor might have written when preparing for this role.

2. What elements of the performance indicate the actor has        researched the place and period in which the play takes place?

This assignment is due no later than week 7 – the week of October 16th – 20th.  Handwritten  or typewritten is fine – but I do expect to see that you have taken the assignment seriously and your work should reflect the fact that you understand what the actor was attempting to do through his/her characterization.  If you have any questions………please ask!
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